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THT PURPOEE OF Q0uBNUE-IISTLCN
b‘y D.WeF. Maye_“

I shruld just like to sar s few words
beac the new “OCiOlggiCal movaorient Wricd
.8 besannling to develop in selence~{iction
wreles. there are some today, L know, who

ZJirmly bellieve in science-fiction for
seicnea-fiction! aake, They believe in sube-
scribing to the four ascience~fiction mag-
arineg, in reading them with the atitifvde

of earnest critica, in wrlisinmg Soledltvors
aiic suthors, in collscting fen magagzinea.
g%1lls from stf films, “certoon stripsy stce.,
and in genersal msking a kind of religlou=
cult out of science-fiction, I think we adl
do this to a certain cxtent,
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But to those who are firmly convinced
that this should be the be-all and end-all
of science~-fiction, 1 heve a question to
ask = "Why?" Why do they road science-fict-
ion and eagerly collect the magazines? Why
do they subscribe to fan magazines which,
with about half-adozen exceptions, sre
worthless? Why do they pester editors, pub-
lishers, and writers? And sbovec all, why arc
thoy monomaniacs with the one fixed idea of
spreading scicnce-fiction?

Do they spread scicnce-fiction because
they wish to incresse the profits of the
publishers? To gsome extent, I am afrsaid,
this is true, as a large percentage of
those who cry "science- fiction for science-
fiction's sake" have definitely o financial
interest, whether as asuthors, publishers,
editors, or distributors. I am not protest-
ing ageainst pcople msking money out of
science-fiction, of coursc, since if thoy
work, it is only failr that they should be
paid, and you can scarcely expect them to
live on the admirstion of fans,
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T do protest, howover, against thein
spreaGing of the belief that there Is
vetter to live for that the read.-
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C st scicnce-fiction, they would have
o be given a purposc. After all, it is
rather silly when you tell pecoplc thet you
have organizetions for advarcing geionca-
ciction and yot you camot tell thenm why
geicnece~fiction should be advanced. hrd so
Soimenek suggeatced that gelonce-ficvion
7as 8 kina ef sugar-coated Cluveter fcm
teczhing scicnce.

Well, it is not my intontion to arguc on
the right or wrong of Gernsback's Hypothesie
But I doubt very much if anyone who has
studiod science-fiction reslly belicves in
this viow.  And if it were true, I don't
think many fans would realize the job of
boing ingtruments for tcaching pcople Ohn's

oW or thce Binomial Theorem, Of coursc, in
the early Gornsback storics, we did got
sore intercsting dsta about thc Fourth Din=-
ension, the theory of rclativity, cte, and
I think that meny fans will admit that their
rirst introduction to the intcresting gocial
1ifec of tormitcs was Dr. Kcller's story
"The Humen Tormitcs".

But fow modorn scicnce-fiction storics
--oven those by Wells, Steaplodon, ctc., can
Lo said to conbtain much scicntiflc infoop-
tion, Any onc who does dcsirc guger-coated
noo can casily got it from sush magozines
Archeir Seionce", or sucls books as Thoso
Teans, Crowther, Haldenec, oi Tl ScicntiTic

Glub. I hove yebt to hoar of somconc
ring interostad in soionee-fisHion ~na
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then developing into a scionce~Ienatiec. in
fact, I know soverecl cases whore persong
who worc formerly keenly intereshed in
things like chemistry snd paysicg havs,
after rcading a quantity of scicncc-fiction,
lost this concentrated enthusiasan for
cohmistry and physics, ond heve starte

1

baking an dnterest in therworld as. s wnoleo

And I belicve thot this gives o cluc to
the real purposc of scicnce-fiction. it is
bcocoming more and moro cortain that if tnec
is one thing thot science-fiction docs for
an individual, it is to broaden his mind,
It tckes him outside his ovm egotistical
1ittlc self, end gives him ¢ montal birdse-
eye view not only of the carth and its
teoming rultitudes, but of our solar system
our galaxy, ond even of the cosmos,., Ho
begins to rocligze what no other literaturec
cah meske roslize - that this world of

nisery =and happiness, war cnd posace,
dictators and democracics, press-lords and
tub-thumpers, capitalists and trade-unions,
is nothing more then a cosmic speck sur-
rounded by o microscopic film of air which
tronsmits the ravings of so-called human
wisdonm of two billion conglonecrates of
protoplasn,

In adcition, scicnce-fiction sthrmletes
the Imaminetiony The  rogdors lg. ot afraid
of pezing shoed, not ornly 3 vear or wwo,
bulh hundreds, thousands or williong of
TOLY He um} T e & Sop JNGAS A vt Sl ¥ ~
Iz WiHH L §TnSTIT anftere tanyg e ﬂchﬂd
point oF V1¢.: hat wakes gelonse-Tlsiion’
Loccbdin; worth Woil™ and somctiying #lrlob
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ebbmtioty of actiwd, s3iswm0l7 Lefa il V=uingag
vowag mon depicbed in sueh Docks as "Things
ks EWincs Over Burops” ;FMan's Mortsol-
Bere, sialaerg gould he 1o tyge o

) bdctam. gl sed. for ghe Tadikc Johion

nce-fiction fans. Po judge from the his-

of the past few hundrcd ycars, we can

cxpict no brilliant moves on the part of
politickns. From what I know of scicntists,
thoy slso, with a few notable exceptions,
would be worthless in a serious and deters
nined sttompt at world reform, But most
scioncc-fiction fang - snd I have mot
scorcs »f them in porson - arc altrustic,
enorgetic, think on sclentific lines, arec
kconly intercsted in humanity snd the world
cbout them, and have sufficicnt snthusinam
and cnergy to get what they wants
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With thesc facts in mind, onc or two
Amcricen fens have sdvesaobted that sclioncc-
fiction fans, roading &5 they do af Utopias,
world reform, csCc , should definitcly plag
an active part in soclel ond cconomnilc
reconstractions

It is not wy irpntion at prosent to

any much sobout this since my timo is
neacly up, but I should like to add that
shth the Ameorican views in mind, we in
Locds staroed, threc monthsg ago, & socio=-
logical group. Our chief activity, apart
fyom discussions and talks, has been to

sond out a quustionaire to many fona whom
46 kpow arc inteorcsted, with tho obijcet of
firding out their detoiled opinions on

yoerious subjcets, and of finally obtaining
an angrer to the quoestion § oxactly what good
‘can Tans dot A lengthy report of the answers
to this quostionairc - which has alrcody
provided us with much thought-proveking
notoricl - will be published in Julye
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Moenwhilo, I would &ihe Yo emohagizn

A~ .
that the reading or propufaving of ssimmnce-
fiction morely for thc picasnre the ggorics
give, or are supposed o give is rathocr
pointless, o8 othor literature is just as
good in this rcspect, Furthoermorse, 1 doubt
very much if scicnco-fiction is a science-
cducator, But if science-fiction sorves no
better purpose than swakening in its
renders the detached point of view I have
mentionod, snd if it makes them reglize
that the future is governed by our actions
of today, and that w at is gocd cnough for
today is much too bad for tomorrow, then L
know that you will sgrec with me that our
work snd the rolc of such organizatlong cs
the Science Fiction Assoclation is ot &
vE in. ™




